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Progress’ Top 5 Disruptive Business Predictions for 
2014  

 
Application Development Leader Predicts PaaS, Rapid App Dev, Internet of Things and 

Analytics Will Impact Organizations in ’14 
 
BEDFORD, Mass. – December 10, 2013 – Cloud, mobile and social technologies are forcing the 

information technology industry to effectively “hit the reset button” to meet a pace of change that 

businesses and organizations are facing. As these new technologies mesh with new demands for 

greater information access, and force industry leaders to continually reinvent themselves, 

Progress (NASDAQ: PRGS) predicts five major technology trends that will shape the year ahead 

for the industry. 

1. The Internet of Things Does Not Make For One Big Happy IT Family. While 

developers and IT decision makers already have their hands full with changes 

complicated by the sheer number of smart phones and tablets and BYOD (bring your 

own device) policies, they are in for a surprise. The “Internet of Things” – composed of 

wearable personal technology, smart consumer and medical devices, as well as 

connected machines and sensors located all around the planet – is about to make the 

challenge even greater. The nearly unlimited addresses provided by the adoption of IPv6 

wiil ignite an explosion of new data that must be harnessed, meaning scalability and 

complexity will take on new meaning. Furthermore, ever improving “smarts” will mean 

device-to-device “conversations” will start to become more important than user-to-user 

“conversations.” 

2. Analytics Moves to the Forefront. Analytics will finally stop being an afterthought in 

2014. For decades, job one was connection, data movement, and immediate application 

functionality. Except where analytics was the application, analytics was an add-on, a 

“nice to have.” The accelerating data tsunami --powered by the Internet of Things and the 

growing recognition of the potential value of all data -- means that developers must build 
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in analytics from the start, making it an inherent aspect of information technology delivery 

and making context-sensitive and location-aware capabilities ubiquitous. 

3. When It Comes to Apps, Everyone’s Paying Attention. While the performance and 

usability of large, publicly visible projects, especially in healthcare, have drawn growing 

scrutiny, increased adoption of model-driven, democratized and user-based 

development, will also drive high expectations for application delivery. This will lead to 

increased adoption of new rapid development tools and practices to speed delivery, 

increase predictability and reliability, meet stringent service-level requirements, and 

control costs. 

4. The IT Budget Shift. The prevalence of the cloud and democratized development trends 

present many new options, especially for individual lines of business – which will 

increasingly seek to control their own destiny by funding their own projects or wresting 

money from IT. As a result, businesses – and CIOs – will need to find ways to adopt and 

adapt without losing control of information, encouraging security risks, or taking new 

directions that could lead to technical dead-ends or expensive rework in the future. In an 

era of very rapid transformation, they must stay ahead of this curve and take the lead. 

5. PaaS goes mainstream. Platform-as-a-Service finally goes mainstream in 2014. This 

cloud layer will become the choice for many businesses and IT decision makers because 

it supports better and faster development, agility, analytics, cloud-based cost-advantages 

and vast scalability. Providing structure and control that meets the near-term and 

strategic needs of management will further accelerate adoption. The capabilities available 

through a PaaS will drive further organizational changes – putting powerful data 

integration tools into the hands of line of business specialists and making data integration 

ubiquitous. 

Executive Quotes: 

Karen Tegan Padir, chief technology officer at Progress, said, “Whether it’s the Internet of Things, 

big data, cloud or mobility, businesses are in for accelerating change in 2014. The successful 

organization will take a good look at the needs of the end-user first – creating an empowerment 

profile for each group – and providing them with the tools they need to be productive and efficient. 

One size will no longer fit all. For some, that will mean deploying a PaaS for rapid application 

development, for others that will mean launching an enterprise app store to help employees gain 

access to the apps they want in a secure environment.  In any case, it’s about the information and 

being able to access it whenever, wherever and however its needed.”  



 

 

     

Additional Resources: 

Progress Corporate Blog 

Progress App Dev Blog 

Progress Customer Stories 

Follow conversation about Progress Pacific at #PRGSPacific and #PaaS 

Follow Progress on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and Google+ 

 

About Progress Software Corporation  

Progress Software Corporation (NASDAQ: PRGS) is a global software company that simplifies 

the development, deployment and management of business applications on-premise or in the 

cloud, on any platform or device, to any data source, with enhanced performance, minimal IT 

complexity and low total cost of ownership. Progress can be reached at www.progress.com or 1-

781-280-4000.  

 
Progress is a trademark or registered trademark of Progress Software Corporation or one of its subsidiaries or affiliates in 

the U.S. and other countries. Any other names contained herein may be trademarks of their respective owners. 

 

Forward-Looking Statements 

This press release contains statements that are “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of Section 27A of the 

Securities Act of 1933, as amended, and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended. Progress has 

identified some of these forward-looking statements with words like “believe,” “may,” “could,” “would,” “might,” “should,” 

“expect,” “intend,” “plan,” “target,” “anticipate” and “continue,” the negative of these words, other terms of similar meaning 

or the use of future dates. Forward-looking statements in this press release include, but are not limited to, statements 

regarding the future operation, direction and success of Progress’s business. There are a number of factors that could 

cause actual results or future events to differ materially from those anticipated by the forward-looking statements, 

including, without limitation:  (1) Progress’ ability to release its product development initiatives in a timely manner; (2) 

market acceptance of Progress’s product development initiatives; (3) pricing pressures and the competitive environment 

in the software industry and Platform-as-a-Service market; (4) Progress’s ability to make technology acquisitions and to 

realize the expected benefits and anticipated synergies from such acquisitions; (5) economic conditions in the U.S. and 

international economies; (6) business and consumer use of the Internet and the continuing adoption of Cloud 

technologies; (7) the receipt and shipment of new orders; (8) Progress’s ability to expand its relationships with channel 

partners and to manage the interaction of channel partners with its direct sales force; (9) the timely release of 

enhancements to Progress’s products and customer acceptance of new products; (10) the positioning of Progress’s 

products in its existing and new markets; (11) variations in the demand for professional services and technical support; 

(12) Progress’s ability to penetrate international markets and manage its international operations; and (13) changes in 

exchange rates. For further information regarding risks and uncertainties associated with Progress’s business, please 

refer to Progress’s filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission, including its Annual Report on Form 10-K for the 

fiscal year ended November 30, 2012 as amended, and Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q for the fiscal quarters ended 

February 28, 2013 and May 31, 2013. Progress undertakes no obligation to update any forward-looking statements, which 

speak only as of the date of this press release. 
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