




ABL not only makes it easy to express business logic, but also abstracts the developer from 
having to worry about underlying technologies the application will leverage once deployed. 
When developing in ABL, the programmer has to worry only about what matters most: the 
business logic that drives the business. 

With one powerful language, developers can create a business solution that can be 
deployed as a host-based, client-server, or distributed application, without having to design 
for any particular target. They can also design a variety of user interface (UI) styles such 
as character based, HTML, and GUI, as well as various client access methods including 
hand-held devices, industrial instruments, Web browsers, and client workstations. The ABL 
also operates seamlessly in heterogeneous environments, allowing it to run on multiple 
operating systems and hardware platforms (UNIX, Linux, and Microsoft) without having to 
rewrite or modify the code.

Leveraging the Flexiblity of Eclipse

Built on Eclipse, OpenEdge Architect joins an expanding environment of software 
development tools. The Eclipse platform provides an infrastructure that allows software 
tools to plug in and share a common look and feel, providing the experience of an 
integrated environment that enhances the productivity of a development team.

With OpenEdge Architect, you won’t have to manage disjointed software components 
and can seamlessly move between writing business logic in the OpenEdge Editor while 
managing the application lifecycle with another vendor’s product.

By standardizing its products on Eclipse, Progress assures customers that have Progress 
products outside of the OpenEdge portfolio will be compatible. The OpenEdge Eclipse-
based development platform invites developers to broaden their development platform as 
their needs evolve.

OpenEdge Architect provides an Eclipse-based workspace that is easily configurable for 
role-based views



OFFERING A COMPLETE DEVELOPMENT ENVIRONMENT

Out of the box, OpenEdge Architect comes with everything you need to build and test 
service-oriented business applications. Unlike competing IDEs, OpenEdge Architect 
ships with a development version of Progress’ enterprise strength run-time environment; 
including a database, application server, and—extending its toolset for building the world’s 
best business applications—tools for visually designing modern, desktop Microsoft GUIs 
within OpenEdge Architect.

OpenEdge Database: Maintenance and Administration Made Easier

The OpenEdge database simplifies maintenance and administration with self-configuring 
and self-optimizing capabilities. In addition, the ABL is designed to manipulate data and 
has been finely tuned to work in concert with the OpenEdge database. As a result, a 
database administrator is not required to set up and tune the database before development 
begins. The minute you install OpenEdge Architect you can begin building and testing data-
intensive business applications.

OpenEdge Application Server: High Performance and Reliable Operations

OpenEdge Architect also comes with Progress’ high-performance application server, 
providing a proven foundation for incorporating flexible, extensible applications. OpenEdge 
application infrastructure tools enable you to immediately begin architecting and 
transforming your application to meet your architectural goals. When you are ready to 
go to production, there are no surprises. Whether you plan to deploy on the enterprise or 
workgroup edition of the OpenEdge deployment products, you can rest assured that your 
application will operate as it did before it left your hands.

Microsoft GUI Capabilities: No Training, No Knowledge of.NET Required

Using the Microsoft GUI for .NET, developers can build Microsoft GUIs—with a 
contemporary look-and-feel—natively within OpenEdge Architect without requiring any 
training or prior knowledge of .NET. 

Built on Eclipse, OpenEdge Architect empowers developers to seamlessly access other popular 
development tools without ever leaving the OpenEdge environment.



Other features simplify coding and increase productivity while you work. Specifically, 
Microsoft GUI for .NET, combines standard Microsoft .NET controls (pre-packaged 
functions to create buttons, check boxes, drop-down menus, and more) with the power of 
the ABL. And only OpenEdge Architect comes with a Visual Designer WYSIWYG (what-
you-see-is-what-you-get) tool that allows you visually create the UI from within OpenEdge 
Architect, easily and interactively, using drag-and-drop support .NET controls. No coding is 
required!

For commercial applications that require more sophisticated GUIs than is standard, 
Progress offers an optional add-on, OpenEdge Ultra Controls for .NET, with over 100 pre-
packaged controls for advanced UI features such as calendars, grids, and more. This is 
the most comprehensive presentation layer toolset available for designing commercial 
UIs. It enables developers to create customizable, professional UI styles by dragging and 
dropping controls and deliver nimble, scalable, data-driven ASP.NET applications.

JOINING THE PROGRESS DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY

Thousands of Progress customers around the world have adopted OpenEdge as their 
development platform of choice. In addition to its highly efficient development tools, 
Progress Software has a broad user group and technical support community worldwide. 
These Progress User Groups provide the ideal networking environment to share 
knowledge, exchange ideas, and enhance OpenEdge development skills.

The Progress Communities website provides the Progress development community with 
on-demand information to assure ultimate project success. From the Progress Communities 
site, developers can access libraries and user forums, download products, and use code 
snippets. Progress Software is committed to your success. With over two decades of 
helping customers build mission-critical business applications, Progress Software has 
created the OpenEdge Reference Architecture (OERA). This provides a set of guidelines 
and best practices for designing and developing flexible applications with OpenEdge.

Whether you’re in the IT shop of a leading-edge company, or in a software vendor’s 
development organization, you’ll find that OpenEdge Architect is a powerful environment 
for developing applications with quick time-to-value.

TAKING THE NEXT STEP

Find out how OpenEdge can simplify the process of developing the world’s best 
business applications. For more information, contact your local Progress Software sales 
representative or visit www.progress.com.
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